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2008 NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL BRAIN BEE

A neuroscience contest for grades 9 – 12

Co-sponsored by The Volgenau School of Information Technology & Engineering, George Mason University
DATE:  Saturday, February 9, 2008
TIME:  10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
VENUE:  Lecture Hall #1, Bldg. 16 (Next to Fenwick Library)

 George Mason University, Fairfax Campus
REGISTRATION FORM (NO REG. FEE REQUIRED)
High school students from Northern Virginia are invited to participate in this contest.  Students from outside these areas please refer to the eligibility requirements. 

Please mail or e-mail completed registration forms to:
Dr. Mike Gavini, Endeavor Foundation for Excellence

6405 Brass Bucket Ct., Laytonsville, MD 20882 
mike.gavini@gmail.com

post marked on or before January 28, 2008 

Name of Contestant: 

Grade:

Address:

Phone #s:

E-mail Address:

School Name and Address:

Name of the Biology Teacher:

Teacher Telephone #:

Teacher E-mail Address:
Brain Bee - A neuroscience contest

The contest is conducted at three levels:

Regional Brain Bee: At the regional level the contest is a live Q&A neuroscience competition for 9th – 12th grade students.  The best young brains are quizzed about the brain and how it relates to intelligence, memory, emotions, sleep, and brain disorders such as Alzheimer’s and stroke.  The brain bee is an attempt to motivate youth to learn about the brain and to inspire them to pursue careers in biomedical brain research. 

National Brain Bee: The winner of each regional brain bee will be invited to attend the national brain bee of the participating country.  US National Brain Bee is scheduled to take place in March 14-15, 2008 at the University of Maryland at Baltimore.  The US National final is sponsored by the Spandana Foundation, and the University of Maryland.

International Brain Bee (IBB): The national champion from each participating country will be invited to attend the International Brain Bee on May-25-28, 2008 at Montreal, Canada.  The IBB is sponsored by the Spandana Foundation, International Brain Research Organization (IBRO), Canadian Neuroscience Association, Canadian Association for Mental Health and Addiction and the Society for Neuroscience (SFN). For further information please visit www.internationalbrainbee.com 
The Brain Bee, founded and directed by Prof. Norbert Myslinski, is a part of International Brain Awareness Week (BAW).  BAW is an effort by brain scientists in 29 countries to educate the public about the importance of brain research, spearheaded by the DANA Alliance (www.dana.org) and the Society for Neuroscience (www.sfn.org).

Eligibility Criteria for Regional Brain Bee
· The regional contest is open to students in good standing in grades 9 -12.

· Students from outside Northern Virginia are welcome if there is no regional brain bee in the state the contestant is residing.  Similarly, home-schooled children are welcome to participate if they do not have a contest center in their area.

· A contestant can only participate in one regional brain bee in a year.

Regional Contest Procedure

Each contestant is asked one question in each round and will be allowed 30 seconds to provide one answer only.  The second contestant is always given a new question. Contestant will be eliminated at the end of the round in which he/she provides an incorrect answer for the 3rd time.  Rounds will continue until one contestant is left standing. The ruling of the presiding judge is always final.   

How to Prepare for the Brain Bee?
All questions in the regional contest will be selected from “the 2005 Edition of BRAIN FACTS” published by the Society for Neuroscience (SFN).  This free book can be downloaded from the SFN website at www.sfn.org. The scope and formats for the national and international contests will be provided to the national and international finalists later.

Sample Questions
1. Approximately how many neurons does the brain contain?  (100 Billion)

2. Name the device that measures brain waves?  (Electroencephalograph)

3. Prozac relieves symptoms of depression by affecting what neurotransmitter?  (Serotonin)

4. The Greek word for the branches of a tree gives us the name of what part of a neuron?  (Dendrites)

5. The biological clock is located in what part of the brain?  (Hypothalamus)

6. Name a brain disorder named after a famous baseball player? (Lou Gehrig’s disease)

Recognition of Excellence

Regional:

· Regional brain bee champions in the US are invited to attend the US National Brain Bee Finals scheduled to take place in March 14-15, 2008 in Baltimore, Maryland.

· The Northern Virginia Brain Bee champion will receive a traveling trophy and a certificate.

· The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place Northern Virginia Brain Bee winners will be awarded gift certificates of $200, $100 and $50, respectively.

· Participants of the Northern Virginia contest will receive certificates of participation.

National:

· National Brain Bee champion will be invited to attend the International Brain Bee at Montreal, Canada and travel and hotel expenses for the duration of the contest will be paid.

· National Brain Bee champion will receive a traveling trophy and a certificate. 

· The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners at the US National finals will receive cash prize awards of $1,500, $1,000 and $500, respectively.

· All national finalists will receive a participation medal and a certificate.  

International:

· The International Brain Bee champion will receive a traveling trophy and a certificate. The Champion will receive a travel scholarship and an opportunity to address the attendees at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Neuroscience.  

· The IBB champion will also receive a travel scholarship to attend neuroscience summer research internship at a neuroscience research establishment.  

· The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of the International Brain bee will receive cash prize awards of $3,000, $2,000 and $1,000 respectively.

· All international finalists will receive a participation medal and a certificate.  

The participating countries in the 2008 International Brain Bee are Australia, Canada, India and the United States of America.
For any further clarifications please contact Dr. Mike Gavini at 240-498-4554 (Cell) or by e-mail at mike.gavini@gmail.com 
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