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THE BUZZ

Baltimore Brain Bee ends
in ‘sudden-death’ runoff

By Karl “Bee” Hille
Examiner Staff Writer

A “sudden-death” runoff decid-
ed the winner of last week’s 10th
annual Baltimore Brain Bee neuro-
science competition at the Mary-
land Science Center.

Home-schooled champion Ami
Parekh took first place when the
dust cleared, winning $150 and the
chance to compete in the national
competition March 14 and 15.

The USA champion will go on to
represent the USA at the Interna-
tional Brain Bee Championship in
Montreal in May.

Last year the trophy went to
Thomas Jefferson High School,
but this year students from Du-
laney, Notre Dame, Franklin, Dig-
ital Harbor, Towson, Mount de
Sales and others took a shot at un-

Home-schooler Ami Parekh took the top prize, winning the Brain Bee competi-
tion. She stands next to third-place winner Scott Butler, of Franklin High School,
and second-place winner Cara Paul, of Mount de Sales Academy. - Courtesy photo

seating the champion.

The competition tested their
understanding of the human brain,
including memory, emotions, sleep,

vision, hearing, sensation, move-

ment, brain imaging, addictions, orders.

Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s dis-
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ANY THOUGHTS?

E-mail Senior Writer Karl B. Hille at

.......................

khille@baltimoreexaminer.com.

| MAKING A SPLASH

Aquarium’s ‘Planet Earth’
movie sprays and pleases

Marika Brown
Special to The Examiner

The Baltimore Aquarium brings
you into the ocean with its new 4-
D show “Planet Earth,” designed to
teach kids a thing or two about ma-
rine life while making them laugh
and jump.

“Not only do the children want to
learn, they want to have fun,” said
Charles Myer, director of visitor ser-
vice at the aquarium.

Eight-year-old Emmet Sheehan
and his mom traveled from Darien,
Conn., just to see the show.

“It was pretty cool, water kept
spraying me, and the pole on the

plane looked like it was right in my
face!” Emmet said, referring to an
airplane strut protruding into one
scene.

The show opens to the hissing of
snakes, then you feel the vibration
of honeybees through your seat and
almost feel like you can touch the gi-
gantic Tyrannosaurus rex clawing
at your red 3-D glasses.

The film tells a story of under-
water animals including humpback
whales, coral reefs, starfish and sea
snakes, complete with splashes of
water, vibrations, soap bubbles and
electrifying lights.

“Ilearned about how whales took
along journey for 70 years. I didn’t
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BRAINBENDERS

Kids' Clubhouse presents Brainbend-
ers — fun and interesting mental ex-
ercises to make you think and go
“hmmm ...”

Last week, Kids' Clubhouse asked:
Afarmer has 17 sheep. All but nine ran
away. How many are left?

The answer:

KLMNTVWXYZ
DGJOPQRSU

AEFHI

Nine are left. Because it said ALL BUT
NINE ran away.

New Brainbender:

Why are some letters above the line
and some below it?
AEFHIKLMNTVWXYZ

BCDGJOPQRSU

Get the answer in next week's Kids'
Clubhouse.

02/26/1919 - The historic beau-
ty of the Grand Canyon was rec-
ognized with a national park des-
ignation. A decade later, the Teton
Mountains would be named Grand
Teton National park.

*1 02/27/1992-
¢ 7 Tiger Woods
-

was 16 when
he played in
his first PGA
tournament.

02/28/1984
- Michael Jackson’s album “Thrill-
er” won an unprecedented eight
Grammy awards.

02/29/46 BC - The first leap
day was added to the Ro-
man calendar by the Roman

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY > FEB. 26 TO MARCH 3

Emperor  Julius

Caesar.

03/01/1872 - Yel-
lowstone became
the world’s first
national park.

03/02/1904 - On
this day, a doctor
was born like no doctor before. The-
odore Seuss Geisel, known as Dr.
Seuss, with a pen and a brush, let
his mind loose.

03/03/1887 - Anne Sullivan be-

gan tutoring 6-year old Helen Keller,
who was born deaf and blind.

- Karl B. Hille

Sources:

history.com

infoplease.com

CHILDREN’S CHUCKLES

Q: What kind of cats like to go bowling?
A: Alley cats.

Q: Why do golfers take along an extra

pair of socks?
A: In case they get a hole in one.

Q: Why are tennis games so noisy?
A: Because the players are always rais-
ing a racket.
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